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 Emanuela Grama’s boo�, Socialist Heritage. The Politics of Past and Place 
in Bucharest (Bloomington: Indiana University Press 2019, p. 247) represents 
an outstanding �ontribution in t�e �ield o� ant�ropology o� �eritage, retra�ing 
t�e trans�ormation o� Lips�ani street and t�e �entral distri�t o� Bu��arest, t�e 
Old To�n, �rom a so�ially and et�ni�ally �ulturally diverse pla�e in t�e early 
20t� �entury, into a ben��mar� o� nationalist re�riting o� lo�al �istory during 
so�ialism, �inally morp�ing again, beginning �it� t�e 2000s, into t�e �istori� 
�enter o� an European �apital. T�e ba��bone o� t�e boo� is represented by a 
solid ar��ival and et�nograp�i� resear�� into t�e ��anging meanings o� t�e Old 
To�n revealing t�e �undamentally dual nature o� �eritage“ as a double �orm o� 
mar�ingǳ (Grama 2019:29) in ��i�� t�e illusionary sear�� �or (�istori�al) essen�e 
morp�ed into a strategy o� distin�tion t�at led to marginalisation and e��lusion.  
 Socialist Heritage. The Politics of Past and Place in Bucharest is 
�undamentally a boo� about t�e politi�al intri�a�ies o� t�e (un)ma�ing o� t�e 
�istori� �entre o� Bu��arest and t�e so�ialist state̵s attempt to �reate its 
o�n �eritage, �ollo�ed by a rema�ing o� t�e same �entre as an epitome o� 
multi�ulturalist �istory ��i�� served t�e purpose o� legitimising Bu��arestǯs 
status �laims regarding its ǲEuropeanessǳ and a pla�e at t�e table o� European 
�apitals in t�e re�ent de�ades. T�e boo� relies on an e�tensive ar��ival and 
et�nograp�i� resear��, grounded in �ield �or�, e�tensive intervie�s �it� 
relevant so�ial and politi�al a�tors, but also a tour de force t�roug� t�e literature 
about so�ial politi�s, �eritage, so�ial geograp�y and politi�al �istory, aimed at 
s�o�ing �o� t�e �eritage (un)ma�ing �un�tions as a �orm o� governan�e, t�e 
�reation o� a “distin�t aest�eti� representation o� �istori�al narrativeǳ (Grama, 
2019), �riti�ally re�ounting t�e politi�isation and strati�i�ation o� (spatial) 
so�ial belonging and e��lusion.  
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 T�e evolution o� t�e so�iopoliti�al battles over t�e �istori� �entre o� 
Bu��arest is analysed by Emanuela Grama by loo�ing at t�e developments 
ta�ing pla�e t�ere bet�een 1945 and 2010. In t�e beginning o� t�is period, t�e 
�reation o� so�ialist Romania �as indissoluble �rom t�e produ�tion o� a national 
�istory and �istori�al �entres �ere �on�eived as �aving an important role in 
t�is pro�ess o� spatial politi�s, ��ile a�ter t�e �all o� t�e �ommunist regime, post 
�ommunist lo�al elites instrumentali�ed t�emselves urban environment �it� 
t�e purpose o� se�uring politi�al and e�onomi� po�er. T�e study o� t�e politi�al 
past o� t�e �istori� �entre o� Bu��arest s�o�s �o� �eritage is impli�itly 
politi�al, bot� as a strategy o� politi�al empo�erment, but also as a �egemoni� 
idiom o� e��lusion, �ulminating �it� a fin de siecle �eritage rei�i�ation pro�ess 
marred by t�e marginalisation and e��lusion o� various group �rom t�e politi�al 
spotlig�t, ��ile politi�al and private a�tors �restled over t�e appropriation o� 
�entred spa�e �illed �it� multi�o�al possibilities o� legitimation �or private 
ventures and politi�al pro�e�ts o� Europeni�ation, t�e ot�er �a�et o� �eroi�i�ed 
and myt�ologised  �istori�al past. �o�ever, as state and politi�al regimes 
�oug�t �or t�e �onstru�tion o� a �eritage t�at suited t�eir interests, so did t�e 
residents o� t�e �entre, ��o �oug�t ba�� arti�ulating “an a�tive anti�eritage 
standǳ - �ig�ting �or re�ognition as real �iti�ens, bearers o� so�ial rig�ts and 
entitled to politi�al visibility.  
 As Emanuela Grama des�ribes t�e �istory o� t�e Old Centre it be�omes 
�lear t�at it represented very di��erent t�ings in di��erent �istori�al epo��s. In 
t�e beginning, Lips�ani �as a pivotal part o� a �entre �onstituted around prin�ely 
po�er, t�en be�ame t�e �eart o� a dynami�, viva�ious and multinational e�onomi� 
li�e in t�e nineteent� �entury. During so�ialism t�e �istori� �entre o� Bu��arest 
be�ame a �entral peon in t�e Romanian �ommunist strategy o� strengt�ening 
nationalist ideology (a pro�ess dis�ussed in detail in t�e �irst part o� t�e boo�) 
and et�ni� levelling o� t�e �istori� �entre. 	inally, in t�e last de�ades, 
trans�ormed into a post�ommunist battle ground �or legitima�y o� various elite 
groups, being simultaneously a �antasti� argument �or �ity o��i�ials in t�e 
dis�ourse about Europeni�ation, a trea��erous painted veil be�ind �it� lo�al 
elites played t�e game o� t�e en�losure o� t�e �ommons and privatisation o� t�e 
publi� spa�e. T�e strong �riti�al t�eoreti�al and et�nograp�i�al �rame�or� 
employed in t�e boo� delivers a subtle and su��ess�ul et�nograp�y o� t�e state 
itsel� as it materialises as spa�e planning and spa�e politi�s.  
 T�e boo� also dis�usses t�e issue o� t�e property regime(s) and 
property �orms starting �rom �eritage and as an e�er�ise into t�e �omple�ities 
o� understanding �eritage as t�e property o� property - �eritage as a �entral 
element o� a property regime - Grama resear��es t�e s�i�t �rom a �entralised 
�eritage regime to a de�entralised and multi�o�al model in ��i�� individuals, 
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groups and t�e state �las� �or�es over t�e politi�al sta�es and goals o� �eritage 
labelling. T�is point is �urt�er emp�asised as t�e boo� �onstitutes a �ompelling 
argument i� �avour o� t�eory about t�e dual nature o� t�e so�ial(ist) �eritage as 
a double �orm o� mar�ing.  
 Regarding t�e organisation o� t�e boo�, t�e �irst ��apter �o�uses on t�e 
debates around t�e issue o� ma�ing a so�ialist �apital in t�e �i�ties. T�e se�ond 
and t�e t�ird ��apter investigate t�e disputes t�at �ollo�ed t�e dis�overy o� t�e 
ruins o� t�e Old Court, and t�e battle t�e ensued bet�een t�e ar��eologists and 
t�e ar��ite�ts over t�e politi�al and �istori�al value o� t�e site. 	inally, starting 
�it� ��apter 4, t�e post�ommunist strategies �or (a��e�tive) devaluation o� property 
�ome to t�e �ore as embedded in po�er strategies aimed against marginal groups 
and d�ellers o� t�e �istori� �entre, a trans�ormation t�at �ulminates in t�e still 
ongoing retreat o� t�e state �rom t�e so�ial spa�e as �eritage is �aptured by t�e 
pro�ess o� privatisation. 	inally, t�e �on�lusion o� t�e boo� �urt�er develops 
and synt�esises t�e t�eory about t�e dual nature o� �eritage. 
 Emanuela Grama brings toget�er �eterogenous sour�es, �rom areas o� 
study bot� neig�bouring and distant to �eritage studies, t�us enri��ing bot� 
t�e s�ope and breat� o� �er investigation, but also t�e entire �ield o� �eritage 
studies, ��ile analysing t�e �on�ept o� �eritage �rom multiple ends and points 
o� vie� o� t�e so�ial spa�es and relations o� po�er. S�e also brings to t�e table t�e 
illuminating perspe�tive o� t�e residents t�emselves, many o� t�em marginalised 
and vulnerable, �or�ed to deal �it� t�e e��e�ts o� stru�tural and �a�tual disregard 
o� t�e State and po�er regimes to�ards a pla�e t�at �as so �entral to t�eir o�n 
�istori�al and ideologi�al pro�ess o� �onstitution. Grama’s monograp� is a gripping 
and intensive lesson on t�e �luidity and plasti�ity o� �eritage, t�e multiple uses o� 
t�e past in s�aping urban spa�es, t�e intri�a�ies o� (un)ma�ing �eritage and t�e 
politi�al sta�es t�at bound and t�ro� lo�al �ommunities against t�e state, t�e 
state against its �istory and politi�al time against spatial politi�s.  
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